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Top Tips for Getting the Best Main Street Photographs



To better understand what we mean by a “better picture”, this image shows 
you the steps that your photo goes through to achieve a design proposal 
rendering. So, taking a better image means:

B. Image squared using photoshopA. Image delivered by a Main St. manager C. Photoshop image becomes a final rendering



Include the full façade in the image if at all possible. Take the photo standing 
across the street and center yourself at the midpoint of the façade.1



If the building is too wide to get in one photo, take more than one photo from 
the same distance and be sure the images can be overlapped so we can merge 
them into one image. 2



Take the photos when there are no cars or people blocking the view. This may 
require taking a photo on a Sunday morning or using cones to block parking 
spaces in front.3



.

Step far enough back from the building to keep the image as “square” as 
possible in terms of the sides of the building not angling in on the upper 
façade.
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If possible, take the photo when the façade is not in shadow.5



Take the photo using a resolution of 250 dpi or higher so it won’t be fuzzy 
when we print it at a larger scale. If you are saving as a jpeg image, pick the 
medium or high resolution option.
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Take some close ups of the storefront itself and any upper story windows and 
other details. It is especially important to photograph any deteriorated 
features.
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Take some angled views of the façade to illustrate any projections or recesses 
in the façade.8



Avoid having your reflection in the display windows.9



Take photos of any areas of the façade that are concealed by an awning, or 
within a recessed entry, so we can see what is behind the awning or recessed 
entry.
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The UNCG Main Street 
Fellows appreciate the 
efforts of all the Main 
Street Managers and hope 
this document is helpful.


